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PREFACE 

 
This e-book is purposely formatted so you can cut it to a 

5 Ĳò by 8òsize and it will fit in most camera bags or 

backpacks.  I suggest you either three-hole punch it and 

put in a ring-binder or take it to a print shop and have it 

spiral bound either along the left-hand side or the top.  

Be sure to laminate both the front and back cover to add 

rigidity to the covers.            
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No Nonsense Guide To 

Digital Photography 

 

Introduction  

 

My goal for The No 

Nonsense Guide To 

Digital Photography e-

book is to make it easier 

for non-professional 

photographers using 

digital cameras to understand how to use this wonderful 

technology.  Most user manuals packed with cameras are 

not user-friendly - frankly people just give up trying to 

decipher what the manual is trying to tell them.  This e-

book lays out in clear understandable terms and language 

what the manuals donôt or canôt do. 
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Basic Camera Features 

Camera setup  

If your camera came with charged batteries, you can start 

shooting right away, otherwise, the first step is charging 

the cameraôs batteries or installing a fresh set of 

batteries.    If you use non-rechargable batteries, use ones 

made for high-consumption electronics, such as lithiums 

or titaniums. Regular alkalines just do not last any length 

of time.   

 

 The next step is inserting a digital media card.  The card 

fits one way so you donôt have to worry about installing 

incorrectly, however, be sure to align it properly and 

donôt force it in.   

 

After installing the batteries and inserting a digital media 

card, the next step is turning on the camera, going into 

the menu and formatting the card.  You may have to 

consult your ownerôs manual and see how to accomplish 

this task.  Look it up in the index or table of contents.  
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Always format the card before using it.  This advice 

applies not only to new digital media cards, but cards 

you have used before.  Formatting prepares the card to 

receive images you photograph with your camera.  

 

Typically, camera manufacturers do not supply a large 

enough card with the camera if they supply one at all.  At 

the same time you purchase your digital camera, buy a 

card with enough capacity to store a good quantity of 

images on the card   

 

Personally, I like to have no less than three good size 

cards.  With an 8 megapixel DSLR camera, I use three 

1GB size cards.   

 

One caution, donôt buy one huge card.  If that card 

becomes defective, you have lost all the images on that 

card.  If you use three different cards and one becomes 

defective, you have lost only one-third of your images. 
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The biggest reason photographers have trouble with 

cards is they do not format them after downloading 

images to a computer.  They erase all the images off of 

the card while the card is connected to the computer, but 

they do not format it once the card is back in the camera. 

 

Menu System 
 

Now comes the painful part ï reading about the rest of 

your cameraôs menu system in your ownerôs manual.  

Most manuals packaged with cameras are not user-

friendly, but there is a lot of good information in them.  

This is important as it is necessary to perform an initial 

set-up before you start to take photos. 

 

While reading your manual, follow along with your 

camera and become familiar with the all of the buttons, 

knobs and switches.   
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With each manufacture using its own menu system and 

sometimes using more than one menu system within a 

brand depending on which model camera you have, it is 

impossible to go through each menu system in use today. 

  

The only way to learn it is to dig into the ownerôs 

manual.  That way, 

when we talk about 

setting the white 

balance later in this 

book, you will 

know where to go 

into the menu or 

which button to 

push to accomplish this task. 

 

Iôll explain one system used ï Olympus.  The Olympus 

Stylus uses three menu modes: shooting, playback and 

movie.  The one shown above is the shooting mode 

menu.   
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As soon as I turn on the camera, I access the shooting 

mode menu by pressing on the top switch to the right of 

the back screen ï the switch with the circle and dots 

around it. The shooting mode menu allows me to select 

one of ten  predefined program modes such as landscape, 

portrait, cuisine, etc.   

 

To rotate through the choices, press either switch below 

and to the left and right of the top switch. Once you have 

made your selection, then press the OK switch. 

 

Press the OK 

switch again and 

the screen to the 

right pops up.   

 

Press the switch 

with the 

lightning bolt 

beside it to enter the menu.   


