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PREFACE

This ebook ispurposelyformatted so you can cut it o

5 130 sikeyanddtavill fit in most camera bags
backpacks | suggest yoeitherthreehole punch it and

put in a ringbinder or take it to a print shop andvbat
spiral bounceither along the lefhand side or the top

Be sure to laminate both the front and back cover to add

rigidity to the covers.
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No Nonsense Guide To
Digital Photography

Introduction

My goalfor The No
Nonsense Gide To
Digital Photographye-
book is to make it easier

for non-professional

photographers using
digital cameras to understand how to use this wonderful
technology. Most user manuals packed with cameras are
not usetfriendly - frankly people just give ufrying to
decipher what the maalis trying totell them Thise-
booklaysoutin clearunderstandable terms alahguage

what the manalsd o m&t ada n ot
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Basic Camera Features
Camera setup
If your camera came with charged batteries, you can start
shooting right away, otherwise, the first steghargng
t he camer adalinga freshesetofes or
batteries. If you use norrechargable batteries, use ones
made for highconsumptiorelectronics, such as lithiums
or titaniums Regular alkaling just do not last any length

of time.

The next steys insering adigital mediacard. The card
fitsonewaysy ou donét have to worry
incorrectly, howevere sure talignit properly and

dono6t force it i n.

After installing thebatteries and inserting a digital media
card the next step iautning on the camera, giug into

the menu and formting the card.You may have to
consul t your andseenhew td@accompdish u a |

this task. Look it up in the index or table of corige
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Always format the card before using ithis advice
applies not only to new digital media cards, but cards
you have used before. Formatting prepares the card to

receive images you photograph with your camera.

Typically, camera manufacturers da sapply a large
enough card with the camera if they supply one atAll.
the same time yopurchas your digital camera, buy a
card with enough capacity store a good quantity of

imageson the card

Personally, | like to have no less than three ggine
cards. With a 8megapixeDSLR camera, | uséhree

1GBsize cards.

Onecautond ond6t buy one huge card.
becomes defective, ydwavelost all the images on that
card. If you use three different camisdone becomes

defective you have lost only onthird of your images
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The biggest reason photographers have trouble with
cards is they do not format them after dévading

images to a computer. They erase all the images off of
the card while the card nnected to the computer, but

they do not format it once the card is back in the camera.

Menu System

Now comes the painful pairtreadingabout the rest of
your camer a0 syounoaneris manyad. t e m
Most manuals packaged with cameras are nat use
friendly, but there is a lot of good information in them.
This is important as it is necessary to perform an initial

setup before you start to take photos.

While reading your manual, follow alongth your
cameraand become familiar with thal of the buttons

knobs and switches.
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With each manufacture using its own menu system and
sometimes using more than one menu system within a
brand depending on which model camera you have, it is

impossible to go through each menu system in use today.

Themml y way to |l earn it is to
manual. That way,
when we talk about
setting the white
balance later in this
book, you will

know where to go

into the menuor |
which button to }
push to accomplish this task.

l 61 1 expl ai ni Oympas. Shg ©Olympus us e d
Stylus uses three memwodes shooting, playback and

movie. The one shown above is the shooting mode

menu
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As soon as | turn on the camera, | access the shooting
modemenu by pressing on the top switch to the right of
the backscreeri the switch with the circland dots
aroundit. The shooting mode menu allows me tese
one of tenpredefined program modsuch as landscape,

portrait, cuisine,etc.

To rotate through the choices, press either switch below
and to the lefandright of the top switchOnce you have

made your selection, then press the OK switch.

Press the OK
switch again and
the screeno the

right pops up.

Press the switch
with the
lightning bolt

beside itto enter the menu.
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